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skilled workers in advanced energy in-
dustries.

The United States is already facing a
critical shortage of trained workers for
jobs that focus on energy efficiency,
and studies show that demand for such
workers will only grow. We need more
workers, but we have to educate them
properly, and the cost of such an edu-
cation is an obstacle to many.

My legislation would help ease this
burden by establishing a student loan
forgiveness program for energy stu-
dents who go to work in the advanced
energy field. This program would start
at $2,000 in forgiveness in the first year
and go up to $5,000 with 5 years.

If we want our country to lead the
way in advanced energy technologies,
we have to be willing to invest in that
workforce through education.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this important legislation.

———

OBAMACARE

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today we
will hear again from the President
about health care reform. However,
moving forward on another version of
these massive health care bills is not
progress. Raising hundreds of millions
of dollars in new taxes is not progress.
Cutting half a trillion dollars from
Medicare is not progress. Putting the
government in charge of health care in
this country is not progress.

We all know how flawed the Senate
health care bill is, how it is full of
backroom deals like the Cornhusker
Kickback and the Louisiana Purchase
and many others. Some say the Amer-
ican people will appreciate this bill
after it becomes law.

Let’s not pretend that the American
people just don’t know enough about
this bill to make an informed decision.
They are informed, and they reject it.
Let’s scrap this massive bill and start
over, just like the American people
would like us to.

———
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to
recognize Women’s History Month.
This month we will be celebrating not
only the accomplishments of women,
but will also be raising the awareness
of the various challenges that still
exist and face women today.

Today, women make up about 12 per-
cent of our 1.2 million active U.S. serv-
icemembers.

Today, women like Tran Khai Thanh
Thuy are sacrificing their rights to
fight for democracy and freedom in
Vietnam.

Today, the United States Govern-
ment is led by more women leaders
than ever before.
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But unfortunately, women today also
continue to be challenged by discrimi-
nation, sexual assault, and violence.
Despite all of the progress we have
made, women and girls continue to be
trafficked across international borders
on a daily basis.

This month, I encourage all of my
colleagues to not only recognize the
progress women have made, but also to
take action to expand the rights of
women today and for future genera-
tions.

——————

SCHOOL DISTRICTS FINANCIALLY
STRAPPED

(Mr. WITTMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently during my district work period,
I met with officials from Matthews
County Public Schools. Matthews
County is representative of many of
the communities in my district and
around the Commonwealth that are
dealing with difficult budget chal-
lenges.

The Matthews County school system
is projected to lose $1.2 million in the
2010-2011 budget year. For a small
school district, this is a significant
number. Unfortunately, in these cases,
usually the only place left to trim the
budget is personnel. This would mean
less services and programs for children.

Over the years, the Federal Govern-
ment has expanded its involvement in
funding and has added requirements on
public education. In some cases, Fed-
eral requirements leave school dis-
tricts strapped for funding. The Fed-
eral requirements and mandates are
not joined with Federal assistance. In
my district, I have formed an Edu-
cation Advisory Council to look at
these tough issues.

Congress should carefully review
these important programs and imple-
ment commonsense reforms to ensure
that we are helping, not hurting, the
education of our children. There are
many counties like Matthews across
Virginia’s First Congressional District.
We must be mindful of the impacts we
have on their budgets.

———

RECOVERY ACT WORKING

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise this morning to share
some success stories from the 20th Con-
gressional District in Florida that
show that the evidence is clear that
the Recovery Act is working to cushion
the greatest economic crisis since the
Great Depression and lay a new founda-
tion for economic growth.

In my State of Florida, we are cre-
ating jobs and investing in the infra-
structure of our community. Indeed, in
my district alone, there have been 130
Recovery Act grants that have been

March 3, 2010

awarded. Even more importantly, in
my congressional district, 61 small
businesses have received more than $21
million in loans. These loans to small
businesses have allowed companies to
stay open, keep people employed, and
prevented an even deeper economic
downturn.

Experts agree that the Recovery Act
is already responsible for saving or cre-
ating 2 million jobs, and we remain on
track to create and save at least an ad-
ditional 3% million jobs by the end of
the year.

The Recovery Act, to be clear, was
never meant to replace dollar for dollar
or job for job what we have lost. But 1
year in, experts ranging from private
forecasters to Governors on both sides
of the aisle say the Recovery Act has
helped pull us back from the brink of
economic disaster and is helping us lay
a firm foundation for our economic re-
covery.

———
0 1030

SCRAP CURRENT HEALTH CARE
BILL

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, last
year, I introduced House Resolution
615, a resolution that simply says, if
you vote for a government-run health
care system, you should be willing
to be subject to it. As of today, over
3 million Americans have gone to
fleming.house.gov in support of this
resolution.

This message continues to resonate
across America for one simple reason:
The people of this country are sick and
tired of being the victims of bad laws
while their elected representatives ex-
empt themselves from the very same
laws. If Congress feels increased taxes,
higher premiums, and government-run
health care are good enough for Amer-
ican families, then it should be good
enough for them as well.

I urge the President and Democrat
leadership to listen to this over-
whelming uproar from the American
public. Scrap the current legislation
and go back to the drawing board to
craft a true bipartisan bill that in-
creases access and quality of health
care while driving down costs for
American families.

———

LEGISLATION TO HELP SMALL
BUSINESSES

(Mr. SCHAUER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCHAUER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
announce new legislation I'm intro-
ducing to help small businesses grow
and make it easier for them to put peo-
ple to work. New jobs mean less gov-
ernment spending on unemployment
and health care. New employees spend
much of what they earn, also boosting
our local economies.
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In my bill, tax credits are targeted
for small business job creation. While
we’re suffering from high national un-
employment, States like Michigan are
being hit especially hard. That is why
my bill gives bigger tax credits to em-
ployers that create jobs in high unem-
ployment States like Michigan. My bill
goes to the heart of our economy, help-
ing small businesses, the engine of job
creation in America.

——
BLACKLIST BLACKWATER

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise with great concern that the
Department of Defense is considering
awarding a $1 billion contract to
Blackwater, now known as Xe Services,
to train the Afghan National Police.
Blackwater-Xe is synonymous with
abuse, unprovoked violence, and a
“‘shoot first” attitude. Their personnel
are directly responsible for killing doz-
ens of innocent men, women, and chil-
dren in Iraq. Clearly, they are not de-
serving of a U.S. contract to train the
Afghan police.

Hiring Xe may irreparably damage
our efforts to work cooperatively with
the Afghan people and will serve as a
propaganda tool for our enemies. They
will be seen as representing the Amer-
ican people, which they do not. Given
Xe-Blackwater’s past performance, our
government should not be doing busi-
ness with Xe, and Secretary Gates
should prevent this contract from
going forward.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———
CENSUS AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1096) encouraging indi-
viduals across the United States to
participate in the 2010 Census to ensure
an accurate and complete count begin-
ning April 1, 2010, and expressing sup-
port for designation of March 2010 as
Census Awareness Month, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1096

Whereas the Constitution requires an ac-
tual enumeration of the population every 10
years;

Whereas an accurate census count is vital
to the well-being of communities in the
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United States by helping planners determine
where to locate schools, daycare centers,
roads and public transportation, hospitals,
housing, and other essential facilities;

Whereas businesses in the United States
use census data to support new investments
and growth;

Whereas census data ensure fair Federal,
State, and local representation in the United
States and help determine the composition
of voting districts at each level;

Whereas census data directly affect how
more than $400,000,000,000 in Federal and
State funding is allocated to communities
for mneighborhood improvements, public
health, education, transportation, etc.;

Whereas census data help identify changes
in a community and are crucial for the dis-
tribution of adequate services to a growing
population;

Whereas the 2000 Census determined the
United States had a total population of
281,421,906 and current estimates project the
population has grown to 308,573,696;

Whereas the 2010 Census is fast, safe, and
easy to complete, with just 10 questions, and
requiring only about 10 minutes;

Whereas the 2010 Census data are strictly
confidential and Federal law prevents the in-
formation from being shared with any enti-
ty;

Whereas the individual data obtained from
the census are protected under United States
privacy laws, cannot be disclosed for 72
years, or used against any person by any
government agency or court;

Whereas neighborhoods with large popu-
lations of low-income, minority, or rural
residents are especially at risk of being
undercounted in the 2010 Census;

Whereas, in the 2000 Census count, His-
panics, African-Americans, Asian Ameri-
cans, and rural Americans were the most dif-
ficult to count;

Whereas the goal of the 2010 Census is to
count every person in the United States, in-
cluding Puerto Rico, American Samoa,
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, the
Virgin Islands, and any other territory or
possession of the United States once, and
only once, and in the right place;

Whereas the goal of the 2010 Census is to
eliminate undercounts and overcounts of
specific population groups, problems that
were apparent in the 2000 Census; and

Whereas the month of March 2010 would be
an appropriate month to designate as Census
Awareness Month: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) encourages individuals across the
United States to participate in the 2010 Cen-
sus to ensure an accurate and complete
count beginning April 1, 2010;

(2) urges State, local, county, and tribal
governments, as well as other organizations
to emphasize the importance of the 2010 Cen-
sus and actively encourages all individuals
to participate; and

(3) supports the designation of Census
Awareness Month.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and
add any extraneous materials.

H1035

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
Reform, I am proud to present House
Resolution 1096 for consideration. The
resolution encourages individuals
across the United States to participate
in the 2010 Census to ensure an accu-
rate and complete count beginning
April 1, 2010, and it expresses support
for designation of March 2010 as Census
Awareness Month.

House Resolution 1096 was introduced
by my friend and colleague, Represent-
ative SILVESTRE REYES of Texas, on
February 23, 2010, and it enjoys the sup-
port of over 50 Members of Congress.

Mr. Speaker, article I, section 2 of
the United States Constitution re-
quires an actual enumeration of the
population of the United States every
10 years. The Founding Fathers delib-
erately placed this requirement in the
Constitution in order to ensure fair and
accurate Federal, State, and local rep-
resentation, and the Census serves the
same purposes today by establishing
the composition of voting districts at
every level of government. Accurate
Census data is vital to the well-being of
every person in the United States.

Census data directly affects how
more than $400 billion in Federal and
State funding is allocated throughout
our Nation. The information obtained
in the Census assists planners in deter-
mining where schools, daycare centers,
health centers, roads, public transpor-
tation, hospitals, housing, and other
essential infrastructure should be lo-
cated.

Businesses in the United States use
Census data to support new invest-
ments, and Census data also helps de-
termine how funds are distributed to
communities for mneighborhood im-
provements in public health, edu-
cation, and transportation initiatives.

Census data also helps identify
changes in community makeup and is
essential for distribution of adequate
services to our continually growing
population. In fact, the Census cur-
rently estimates that the U.S. popu-
lation has increased by over 27 million
people since the 2000 Census.

The 2010 Census is extremely fast,
safe, and easy to complete. It consists
of just 10 questions and only requires
about 10 minutes to fill out. 2010 Cen-
sus data is strictly confidential, and
Federal law prohibits the personal in-
formation from being shared with any
entity. Individual data obtained from
the Census is protected under United
States privacy laws and cannot be dis-
closed for 72 years or used against any
person by any government agency or
court.

Given the ease and safety of the 2010
Census, every person in the United
States, including individuals in Puerto
Rico, American Samoa, Guam, the
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